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at about the end of the year, The autumnal equinox was
placed in the beginning of the sign Sagittarius and used to
indicate the end and beginning of the year.

, 2. Riu,

One complete hymn (1. 15) is dedicated to fte, where most
of the eminent deities have been asked to drilik Soma with her
(Rtu) in addition. Mentioned in more than thirty passages
she is Soma's mother (II. 13, 1). The sun is a division of rtu
(II. 38. 4). Agni (V. 12. 3; X. 2. 1.), India (III. 47/3;
X. 99. 10), Rbhus (IV. 34. 7), and the sun (III. 20. 4) are called
the originators or masters of rtu (ftupa). The sun and moon
have arranged for her (X. 85. 18). Day after day and rtu
.after rtu are passing (X. 18. 5). In one passage (VII. 103. 9)
it is said that the frogs do not envy the twelve ritus; when
the rainy season comes after the year is over, the frogs, having
suffered from the summer heat, come out of their holes (VII.
103. 9).

There are other passages where rtu is used for ' time '.
This use is confined to the hymns of the tenth mandala. But,
considering the above passages, one is justified in thinking
that the word was originally used to mean ' month ', Only
in later times the sense was changed for time in general. 'It
does not seem to have been used for ' season ' in any place.

We have numerw references to ritus as seasons (five or six
number) in the Brahmanical literature.